
IN THIS ISSUE | SEPTEMBER 2020
Insights from our  
annual game count
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Tracking collars improve  
chance of wild dog survival 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Meet our staff:  
Stoffel Moatse 

AVERAGE TEMPERATURES  
& RAINFALL
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Rainfall = 47 mm
Min temp = 16.8 °C
Max temp =  28.8 °C

T H E

LAPALALA  
RESERVE  
REPORT
N E W S  S N I P P E T S  F R O M  
A R O U N D  T H E  R E S E R V E

Guests treated to a hands-on 
conservation experience
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Continued relief for  
vulnerable households  



 

INSIGHTS FROM OUR 
ANNUAL GAME COUNT

THE RESERVE REPORT  |  LAPALALA WILDERNESS RESERVE SEPTEMBER 2020

 | 02

During September, the tranquil hills and valleys of 
Lapalala echoed with the slap of rotor blades and the 
whine of a turbine engine. The 2020 aerial census took 
place over seven days, when a counting team of four 
people combed the reserve from a helicopter, straining 
their eyes for the tell-tale movement or shape of an 
animal in the bush below.

After 37 hours of flying, the entire reserve was 
covered and the results were in. The impact of 
ongoing climatic conditions (related to below average 
rainfall) and increased predation pressure was evident. 
We observed a decrease in population size for most 
species. The data also clearly reflects the positive 
impact of offtakes on impala, wildebeest and zebra 
numbers. These offtakes, which occurred in March, 
aimed to reduce grazing pressure on certain habitats 
on the reserve.

GRAZERS

Blue wildebeest    683

Buffalo     281

Hippopotamus    22

Mountain reedbuck   15

Plains zebra    1620

Red hartebeest    34

Roan antelope    84

Sable antelope    67

Tsessebe     12

Warthog    575

Waterbuck    134

MIXED FEEDERS

Bushpig     32

Duiker     43

Eland     243

Elephant    27

Impala     1520

Nyala     92

Sharpe’s grysbok    5

Steenbok    9

BROWSERS

Bushbuck    85

Giraffe     161

Klipspringer    86

Kudu     528

PRIMATES AND PREDATORS

Baboon troop    49

Bat-eared fox    6

Black-backed jackal   22

Brown hyaena    3

Cheetah     6

Crocodile    15

Leopard     4

Lion     10

SPECIES           2020

37FLYING 
HOURS07

DAYS

04 PEOPLE

SPECIES
33



With generous donor support, we were able to raise 
funds to place tracking collars on all 10 adults prior 
to their release.

Private and corporate donors had a unique opportunity to 
experience the darting and collaring of the wild dog pack.

MEET OUR STAFF:  
STOFFEL MOATSE
Stoffel Moatse (43 years) came to Lapalala 27 years 
ago from the village of Uitspan. He first joined the 
team that was responsible for fence removals and 
road maintenance, however he soon moved to rhino 
monitoring, which he has done for 24 years. His vast 
knowledge of the reserve and its animals – combined 
with excellent tracking skills – make Stoffel a valued 
member of the Lapalala team. As a rhino monitor, he 
helps to protect these vulnerable animals and ensure 
their survival in the wild. Stoffel is, and will continue 
to be, a vital part of the Lapalala conservation legacy.

 

TRACKING COLLARS 
IMPROVE CHANCE OF 
WILD DOG SURVIVAL

Lapalala welcomes Mike Staegemann, wild dog monitoring 
expert from Wildlife Act, who will be monitoring the pack  
post-release. Stay tuned for an update on the pack’s behaviour 
and whereabouts on the reserve in the next edition.
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The pack of wild dog in our predator boma has been 
fitted with tracking collars in preparation for their 
scheduled release onto Lapalala on 3 October.

The collars are a valuable asset in our attempt to 
improve the dogs’ chance of survival in the wild. Each 
collar continually sends out tracker data (location 
pins), which we can use to monitor their movements 
and receive visuals of each dog. This data allows us 
to check for physical condition, potential injuries 
and whether the dogs hunt successfully. African wild 
dog are often persecuted by farmers in our area. By 
monitoring each individual dog, we increase their 
chances of survival.

The collaring project is made possible by a valuable 
collaboration between Tintswalo Lapalala, Lepogo 
Lodges, the Endangered Wildlife Trust and the 
Waterberg Wild Dog Initiative, as well as private 
donors who were invited to be present during 
the collaring.

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------



As guests of Lepogo Lodges and generous donors of the wild dog collaring project, the Rohrer family joined the 
Lapalala team for the capture and collaring of two wild dogs. A hands-on conservation experience, such as this, 
illustrates how fortunate we are to be able to offer our visitors so much more than a traditional safari.
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GUESTS TREATED TO A HANDS-ON 
CONSERVATION EXPERIENCE

When we signed up for the experience, we had no 
idea what we were getting into and figured that we 
would just be on the side lines, watching the trained 
professionals do all of the work with no contact or 
up close visuals of the dogs themselves. We were so 
wrong! We were an actual part of the collaring team, 
getting to go into the compound where the dogs were 
being sheltered and had a real ‘hands on’ and ‘up 
close and personal’ experience, which included taking 
photographs and the actual measurements of each of 
the two dogs that were to be collared. Annemieke, the 
lead vet, was so engaged with us, explaining everything 
from the very beginning of the process, talking directly 
to us through each step of the process, and showing us 

features of the wild dogs, such as the fused paws and 
the canine teeth. We had a full immersion experience – 
seeing, smelling, touching and learning.

Our family will never forget this experience! This was  
by far one of the most amazing wildlife interactions that 
we have ever directly participated in. We learned  
so much about the wild dogs themselves, but also  
about conservation efforts to save these endangered 
animals. Our family will forever be thankful to the 
Lapalala Wilderness Nature Reserve, the Endangered 
Wildlife Trust and Lepogo Lodges for making this a 
more-than-memorable vacation! This is a ‘can’t miss’ 
travel opportunity!”

The Lepogo Lodges’ team would like to thank 
the Rohrer family for their kind donation 
towards the collaring exercise, and the 
Lapalala Wilderness team for making this 
incredible opportunity available to our guests.

We were thrilled to receive the following feedback from the family:
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CONTINUED RELIEF FOR VULNERABLE HOUSEHOLDS
As the COVID-19 pandemic shows no sign of abating, the 
Lapalala Wilderness Foundation continues to cushion the poorest 
households in Daggakraal, Thekwane and Uitspan.

The restrictions and lockdowns have caused severe hardship, 
particularly in an area that relies on tourism for employment. It is 
difficult to see when the pressure will be relieved and what the 
long-term consequences might be. This uncertainty is extremely 
frightening and is layered on top of great fears around the second 
and third waves of a potentially fatal virus.

The Lapalala Wilderness Foundation is working to provide 
vulnerable households with supplementary food parcels, sourced 
in the town of Mokopane whenever possible. The Foundation is 
deeply grateful to our donors who make it possible for us to do so.

The Lapalala Wilderness Foundation continues 
to provide food security to families (both young 
and old), who are very grateful for this support.




